
 
Friday 27th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

What a snowy, cold week we’ve had!  I hope that you have all managed to enjoy some quality family-time 

making memories in the snow! 

How have we reached the end of Term 3 already? It hasn’t been the term that we were expecting when we 

broke up for the Christmas break, but wow, what a great term of learning it has been!  The children, their 

families and our dedicated staff team continue to impress me with their enthusiasm and resilience. It has 

been a pleasure to watch the children, and staff alike, grow in confidence over the course of this term’s 

Zoom lessons and their tech skills continue to amaze me, everyday!  

Once again, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to all of you; our parents and carers.  

Without your support, this term would have been even more of a challenge for us all.  It is important to   

recognise that the whole community has worked together to ensure the children are able to access the best 

provision they can. I appreciate that this looks different for each and every family and thank you for your 

ongoing efforts.  I know how extremely hard you are all working in order to maintain a fine balance between 

home-schooling, working and family life during what continues to be one of the most challenging periods, 

certainly within living memory.  

The government have indicated that they will soon be making an announcement about the possible plans to 

partially or fully reopen schools; we will of course keep you updated as soon as they do and once we receive 

further guidance. For now, moving into term 4, our remote learning package of daily live Zoom lessons,    

recorded lessons and home learning work packs will continue.  

Before we break for the half term, I would like to say one final thank you to the amazing team of dedicated 

staff who continually work hard to ensure our pupils are educated and safe.  I feel extremely privileged to 

work with such a passionate, caring team of professionals who really do go above and beyond. 

I wish you and your families a restful half term break. 

Keep safe and take care,  

Mrs King  (Interim Head of School) 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 819309 

Email: office@burfieldacademy.org  
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Friday 12th February 2021 

Diary Dates 

Friday 12th January 2021—End of Term 3 

Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February 2021—Half Term (School closed to all pupils) 

 

During the half term break, there will be no live Zoom lessons, newly recorded lessons or work 
packs and there is no expectation that children and families engage in any of the term time learning 
activities. However, if you would like to, please feel free to continue with daily reading and, with our 
new subscriptions, your child can also continue to use Lexia, NumBots and Times Table Rock Stars as 
independent practise if they wish! Our usual remote learning timetable for Reception to Year 5 will 
recommence on Monday 22nd February 2021 at 9.15am, following the half term break.  
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Battle Results! 

Years 3,4 and 5 have been 

busy battling it out on 

Times Tables Rockstars!  

The children have been working extremely hard to 

complete the battle and earn coins for their class. I 

can now announce that the results are as follows: 

THE WINNER IS: Year 5 

Well done to everyone who took part!           
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Numbots is the newest addition to our online      

subscription package. It is a fun, lively and          

engaging platform designed to ensure that all   

children develop their understanding, recall and 

fluency in mental addition and subtraction. By  

practising these skills children can then move     

securely from counting to calcu-

lating. We know the children are 

already thoroughly enjoying using 

this new programme! 

                        Makaton Update 

At Burfield, we have really embraced the use of Makaton sign language this term.  We are so 

pleased to hear and see how well pupils at home, as well as those who are in school have been 

progressing with their use of Makaton.  This week, the children in school have    

virtually collaborated with bubbles from White House, Phoenix and Hawkes Farm 

to learn and practise their Makaton signing.    

If you have any videos or photographs of your child practising, please send them 

our way— we would love to share them with the whole community!   

If you would like further information about Makaton, please contact our school 

office and we will put you in touch with Mrs. Cherryman, who is one of Senior SEN 

TAs and part of our wider STEP Hailsham SEND Team.   

Don’t forget … you can access the Makaton videos on our OneDrive! 

This week we launched the Lexia Core5 programme at Burfield.  Lexia 

Core5 is a fun computer based programme that all pupils at Burfield 

Academy can now access from home and in school.  The activities in Lexia 

Core5 support and build on our classroom curriculum and focus on devel-

oping reading skills in six areas: phonological awareness (sounds in words), phonics, structural analysis 

(breaking down longer words), fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.   On Thursday, children from across 

the school were shown how to access Lexia Core 5 as part of their reading session.  We have also sent the 

relevant information and instructions to all parents and carers via ParentMail.   

You can download the Lexia Core5 App on iPads and Android devices from the relevant App store. There is 

no APP for IPhone users. 



 

Nursery—A message from Miss Saint 

Dear Nursery class,  

I hope you are all well and enjoying the snow. If you would like to share your 

snow pictures, please upload them to Tapestry for me to see! 

I have sown some seeds ready to plant in our vegetable area. Missing you all,  

Miss Saint   
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Reception—A message from Miss Hadfield 

Dear Reception, We have had another fantastic week learning at home. I am forever impressed 

with how well you are learning in our live lessons and by the extra learning you are doing with 

your parents. This week we have been learning some very tricky concepts in Math’s. We have been 

learning how to tell the time! I am amazed with how quickly you grasped this! 

It is wonderful to see that some children have uploaded pictures of their learning on Tapestry; do 

please keep doing this as it is a lovely way in which to celebrate your child’s learning and specific 

interests.  I hope you all have a very well deserved break in half term and enjoy spending time with 

your family.  Miss Hadfield  

Year 1—A message from Miss Owen 

Dear Year One, I want to echo what I have said in the last newsletter. 

You are all trying so hard with your online learning and continue to 

amaze me every day! This week in our maths lessons, we have been 

applying different methods to work out the difference in subtraction 

equations. You have all shown such eagerness in learning about a 

tricky concept. Alongside this, I have seen the excellent work you have 

been doing on Numbots too. I really do have a class full of mathema-

ticians! Keep up this hard work, Year 1! As always, I am very proud 

of you! Miss Owen 
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Year 3—A message from Mrs Hodgson and Miss Marshall 

We are super proud of the resilience Year 3 class are showing with very 
tricky mental maths. They are persevering and making super progress. Well 
done Year 3! Poetry continues to be very enjoyable for teachers and children. 
Many of the children are writing their own poems to share with the class - 
watch this space for Haiku writing this week.  
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Year 4—A message from Miss Stephens 
In year four, we have been developing our understanding of poems in our 
writing lessons. This term, we have text mapped and learned poems; 'Snow in 
the Subrubs' by Thomas Hardy and 'Blessings' by Imtiaz Dharker. Some chil-
dren showed fantastic commitment and passion to read them out live in our 
sessions - well done everyone! We have also been creating our own poetry in 
the form of Haikus. 

Year 5—A message from Miss Nicholls 

Year 5 have had a fantastic week exploring the Amazon in our class text and writing 
beautiful metaphors for our own poems. We are using different skills to convert frac-
tions and add and subtract them. We are getting more confident each day. Well done 
Year 5! 
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Year 2—A message from Mrs Nash 

I have been very impressed with the way in which Year 2 have continued to 
demonstrate passion for their learning during the zoom lessons.  They have 
mastered addition and subtraction of 2-digit numbers by drawing the tens 
and one instead of using concrete resources.  I have particularly enjoyed 
sharing their poetry writing at the end of each morning, listening to their 
fantastic descriptive language. 



 

For our upcoming ‘Spotlight on’ features, I would love to share examples of home 

learning.  If you have any examples of work that you would like me to feature, 

please email these to your child’s class teacher who will share them with me. 

I will try to feature as many pieces of work as I can and will upload these to Face-

book and Twitter too!  Here is a selection of work that has been sent in over the 

past few weeks! Well done, everyone! 
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Super Star Reader! 

Well done to Ashton who has 

been working really hard on   

improving his reading.         

During the lockdown period, 

Ashton has already completed a 

Tom Gates book and has now 

moved on to begin the Harry 

Potter series!  

Congratulations, Ashton! 

Great Makaton, Dougey! 

Dougey has been practising 

and refining his Makaton 

signs at home—keep it up! 

This is a poem written by 
Andrew. 
 
I wonder what this key is 
for? 
The key to the enchanted 
forest, 
The key to the spirits of 
winter, 
The lock of the magical 
chocolate fountain. 

This week Harvey and his family had 

lots of fun making caterpillars from 

the story ‘The Very Hungry         

Caterpillar’. Well done, all! The    

caterpillar looks fabulous! 

Zara has been busy exploring  the 

outdoors and made a worm house! 

Zara was careful when exploring 

and was sure to put the worms 

back in their natural habitat! 
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