
 
Friday 27th November 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly, I would like to begin by wishing the whole Burfield community well.  It certainly hasn’t been the start to 2021 that 

we had all hoped for but I extend my best wishes to you and your families in these challenging times. 

At Burfield, we are all extremely proud of how the whole community have worked together to provide the best             

opportunities for the children.  As a working mum, I really appreciate how hard it is to juggle childcare, work and          

home-schooling and would like to send my personal thanks to all of the parents and carers for supporting us and your  

children in making this as successful as we can!  It is a challenging time that we continue to find ourselves navigating, but I 

truly believe that by working together, we will find a way through this! You and your children are doing a fantastic job of 

working your way through the home learning; be it through attending online Zoom lessons, watching recordings or      

completing paper-based activities.  There have been some amazing examples of home learning and teachers, as am I, are 

so proud of the efforts that all of the children have made so far.  

As always, I would also like to take this opportunity to thank, once again, our amazing team of dedicated professionals 

who have worked tirelessly to provide the best opportunities for the whole of our Burfield Community.  Our staff have 

demonstrated excellent flexibility, positivity and passion throughout the pandemic and have worked hard to adapt their 

teaching and learning strategies in order to provide the daily virtual lessons that the pupils are now widely engaging in. It 

is important to also thank our staff who are working onsite every day to ensure that we are able to offer provision for 

those who require it and to our amazing premises, office, catering and ICT teams who have continued to work hard to  

support us to ensure our site, communications and technology are up and running! There have been challenges along the 

way and technology hasn’t always been on our side, but we thank you for your ongoing patience and cooperation whilst 

we navigate these!  

Keep safe and take care,  Mrs King  (Interim Head of School) 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 819309 

Email: office@burfieldacademy.org  

Friends of Burfield 

The Friends of Burfield Academy would like to 

thank all the families who supported the  

‘Christmas Hamper Raffle’.  The Friends of 

Burfield Academy raised over £100 from this 

event which will now go back towards projects 

for your children in school.    Thank you! 
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Diary Dates 

Friday 12th January 2021—End of Term 3 

Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February 2021—Half Term 

Monday 22nd February 2021—Start of Term 4 

Coming Soon! Makaton Videos 

Makaton is a unique language programme that uses 

symbols, signs and speech to enable people to com-

municate. It supports the development of essential 

communication skills such as attention and listening, 

comprehension, memory, recall and organisation of 

language and expression.  

Each week, Mrs Cherryman, who is a member of our 

SEND team, will be introducing and sharing two short 

videos to demonstrate some useful signs.  

Next week we will send you further information 

about how to access the videos! Watch this space! 



 

We are so pleased with how the children have adapted to their online lessons.  We 

have just completed our third full week of online learning and now is a good  

opportunity for us to revisit our Zoom protocols and provide a few reminders for you 

to discuss with your children.  
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Below is our home school agreement.   

This includes the protocols that we ask you and your children to follow. 

 

Guidance for Families and Children 

 Children will be asked to put their cameras on and therefore, must wear suitable clothing, as should anyone else in 

the household. 

 Any computers used should be in appropriate, communal areas, for example, not in bedrooms. 

 Children will be asked to have their microphones on mute for the majority of the time but may be encouraged to 

verbally contribute where appropriate. Therefore, language must be respectful and appropriate, including any family 

members in the background. 

 Children are expected to listen respectfully to the lessons and will be encouraged to contribute. The teacher will 

outline the expectations at the start of the day. 

 Children must be in a quiet space without distractions and be reminded to listen to the teacher’s instructions and 

complete the tasks set.  

 Children will get the opportunity to answer and ask questions but must not interrupt the teacher. 

 Children will need access to a pen/pencil and paper for most lessons.   

 Parents may need to be available at the start of the day to set the device up. This may include assisting your child in 

helping them to know how to turn on and off their microphone until they are familiar with the process. 

 If a child is disrupting the lesson, teachers will contact parents and discuss how they can be part of future lessons.  

 Children should not be using any device to take photos or screenshots of the lesson. 

 There will be regular breaks between lessons where the teacher will put the children in the ‘waiting room’ on Zoom. 

Please ensure that your child is ready at the beginning of each lesson as the lessons will start promptly. 
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Mute when necessary. Zoom etiquette is often a difficult concept for 

children navigating the give and take of teleconferencing. Your child's 

teacher will have the option to ‘Mute All’ of the class participants 

when setting up the Zoom classroom. If you find that the teacher has 

left the mute button open for your child to control, rather than having 

to search for it on the screen, simply have your child tap the spacebar 

to either mute or unmute themselves.  

A virtual portrait gallery. To allow your child to see everyone on 

the Zoom call, the Gallery View option is a good tip to use if the 

screen bouncing back and forth between speakers is distracting. 

In the upper-right corner of the classroom, simply turn on Gallery 

View.  

Create a work space.  To encourage your child to engage with their 

online live lesson in a similar manner to their usual classroom based 

lessons, try to find a quiet work space for them to use each day.  If 

possible, encourage your child to set up their work space so that 

they have everything that they need for a session, this includes a 

pen / pencil, piece of paper and their charged device.  



 

Nursery—A message from Miss Saint 

I hope you are will and safe. I have been 

busy adding exciting things to our class 

ready for your return. I can’t wait to have 

the whole class back together! 
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Reception—A message from Miss Hadfield 

Reception, you have been amazing me with your online learning; every day! 
The children are engaged, ready to learn and confident to communicate and show me 
their learning. I am so proud of how every child's reading and writing is coming along. 
Some children have been writing sentences independently! WOW! Keep up the fantastic 
work, you are all making me incredibly proud.  

Year 1—A message from Miss Owen 

I would like to say a huge well done to you all for your incredible commitment to your 

home learning.  Even via Zoom you are all continuing to show me your PUPAC values 

and STAR behaviour, just like you would in the classroom! Myself and Mrs Harding 

are very proud of you all. Keep up the fantastic work!  

Year 2—A message from Mrs Nash 

The Year 2 children have adapted very well to the remote learning and the majority of 

them are doing an amazing job of staying focussed during the lessons.  We have started 

a writing unit on poetry which both the children and I are enjoying.  I am looking for-

ward to hearing their poem this week.  Well done, Year 2!  

Friday 29th January 2021 



 

Year 3—A message from Mrs Hodgson and Miss Marshall 

We have been so impressed with how resilient and focussed the children have been in 
our Zoom lessons. We are so proud of our budding poets! Based on The Magic Box the 
children have been exploring imagery and alliteration to create their own versions. Here 
are some examples of their amazing work: 
 

I will put in my magic box 
A river filled with memories calmly curving around a quiet forest 
A portal that leads to the stone age 
Beams of sunlight clashing against the clouds, as dangerous as a dinosaur claw 
The dark mysterious secret at the edge of the ocean 
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Year 4—A message from Miss Stephens 
WOW! Year 4, I am so impressed with how well you have all adapted to the changes! I 
know it has been a struggle with technology, but you have all been so positive with your 
learning. While we have been getting used to the differences in learning online, you 
have made sure you are ready to learn with pencils and paper, often before I have     
reminded you! Well done to you all! You should be very proud of yourselves. 

Year 5—A message from Miss Nicholls 

Well done to Year 5 for such a fantastic start with our online learning. I am very 

happy to be able to hear your responses and I am very impressed with how enthusiastic 

you have been in our online lessons. I can tell you are feeling more and more confident 

using the online platform for learning. I would also like to extend my thanks to parents 

who are helping to support their children in remote learning. Well done Year 5!    
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For our upcoming ‘Spotlight on’ features, I would love to share examples of home 

learning.  If you have any examples of work that you would like me to feature, 

please email these to your child’s class teacher who will share them with me. 

I will try to feature as many pieces of work as I can and will upload these to Face-

book and Twitter too!  Here is a selection of work that has been sent in over the 

past few weeks! Well done, everyone! 
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A poem written by a Year 3 pupil 
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A poem written by a Year 3 pupil 

Phonics by two Reception pupils  

Writing by a Reception pupil 
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