
 
Friday 18th September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It is a real pleasure to be writing my first full newsletter to you as the Interim Head of School at Burfield Academy. I can 

now officially welcome all of our new Reception parents and carers to the community as the whole class has now attended 

their staggered entry sessions.  As of Monday, the school will feel complete, with all pupils from Nursery to Year 5 back in 

class! 

At Burfield we have had another extremely positive week.  It has been wonderful to see every class engaging so well with 

their learning and all of the children demonstrating such enthusiasm towards their work.   

To begin the year, we always spend time reminding the children of our expectations.  We work as one team to embed the 

expectations around behaviour and work ethic.  This year, with the unprecedented period of school closure behind us, we 

will continue to work with the children on  developing both interpersonal and academic skills.   As such, our recovery    

curriculum has been carefully designed to provide opportunities for wider curriculum subjects as well as enhanced        

opportunities for reading and maths. This term, in the afternoons children will access an additional session of phonics or 

reading alongside science, art, RE, PSHE and PE. Look out for examples of learning from across the school on our Facebook 

page. 

Celebration Awards! 

 

Due to the nature of the current situation, our celebration 
assemblies now take place virtually. Over the past two 
weeks, we have virtually celebrated children gaining gold 
awards alongside our usual certificates for maths, English 
and superstar efforts.    
 
 
Whilst we would like to share who has achieved these 

awards, our records are in the process of being                   

updated.  Once all GDPR forms have been returned, this 

space will be used to share the names of pupils who gain an 

award. 

Attendance 

Whole school  weekly attendance: 
91.96% 
 

Class weekly attendance: 

Nursery - 100% 

Reception - 97.44% 

Year 1 - 85.34% 

Year 2 - 94.61% 

Year 3 - 92.95% 

Year 4 - 88.49% 

Year 5 - 95.59% 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 819309 

Email: office@burfieldacademy.org  

Rights Respecting School 

Last year we began our journey towards becoming a Rights Respecting School.  We set up our very own school 

council and each class worked democratically to nominate a class ambassador and deputy ambassador.  Due 

to the school closure, we were unable to progress further than the initial stages of the project.  This year, we 

will pick up where we left off and continue with our learning around Children’s Rights and work towards gain-

ing a bronze award.  As part of our work, we will use our newsletter to keep you updated with  our progress 

and in-school projects. Watch this space! 

Growing, learning, succeeding together. 



 

As we approach our third full week back at school, I would like to thank you, once again, for managing the new 

routines so well.   

Whilst we appreciate that you are eager to arrive early, we would like to remind you that we are operating a 

staggered beginning of the day in order to minimise the amount of people congregating onsite.  This is inline 

with government guidelines for whole school reopening.  We are aware that  for some of our families, who have 

children in multiple bubbles, this can prove challenging but we would like to reiterate the importance of adher-

ing to our staggered start times.  If you do arrive early, please remember to socially distance in your designated 

waiting area.   

We kindly request that in order to support us in managing the number of people onsite, only one adult per fami-

ly enters the school site.  We appreciate that there may be exceptional circumstances but ask that you speak 

with a member of the senior leadership team to agree any additional adults who need to be onsite. 

Whilst waiting in the designated areas, please ensure that children remain with their adult.  We have noticed 

that the queues can take a little bit longer than necessary, so would like to remind you that your child is allowed 

to walk independently through the door to save unnecessary waiting.  Your child will have access to hand sani-

tiser once they are through the door.  

Finally, whilst we appreciate that the new one-way system is a slightly longer walk, we do ask that you support 

us in following the designated route.  In the mornings we will now welcome all of our Reception and Nursery 

families who will be using the waiting areas as marked.  Please keep the pathway clear to allow families to use 

this as a walkway and be aware of the one way system that is in place once you have dropped your child to their 

classroom.  

Breakfast Club and After School Club 

We are working hard to get breakfast club set 

up in the coming weeks.  We thank you for 

your continued understanding whilst we work 

to ensure that we are able to adhere to the 

guidelines. 

Further details will be sent out via ParentMail. 

Allergy Reminder 

 

We have children and staff in school 

with severe nut allergies. Therefore, school is a ‘nut 

free zone’ – please ensure there are no nut      

products in your child’s packed lunch.  This includes 

any chocolate products that contain nuts. 

Friends of Burfield 

The Friends of Burfield Academy would like to extend our warmest welcome to new 

members of our community.  Today we sent home a welcome pack to our new Reception families.  
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Every fortnight, as part of our newsletter, I would like to share a small snippet 

of academy life.  I hope that you will enjoy this new feature!  Keep an eye on 

our Facebook and Twitter pages as we will continue to share updates each 

week.   

For our first ‘Spotlight on’ feature,  I would love to share some images of Year 

1’s science learning.  This term in science, Year 1 are learning about seasons.  So 

far, the children have been exploring autumnal changes. This week, the children walked around the 

school grounds looking for signs of autumn.  Here are some photographs of their learning:  

 

Another new feature to our newsletter! For every 
newsletter a child will share their reading thoughts. 

My favourite book is … 

It’s really hard to choose one! I would say that my favourite 
book would be one of the Harry Potter books. 

I love to read because … 

I love to read because it helps me to learn, especially as I like to 
read encyclopaedias. 

Reading is important because … 

Reading is important because it helps you to learn and you 
learn lots! 

      Year 5 pupil 

 

Social Media  

Facebook: Burfield Academy 

Twitter:  @AcademyBurfield 
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